200 Four Rod Road 


1785 
General Selah Hart (1732-1806) 
& Mary Cole (1732-1763) 
& Ruth Cole (1742-1844) 
Selah was a Revolutionary War General and prisoner 
of war in New York. He was a slave owner. 
Colonial 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Cainieciclit Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 

Collection. Slide #025 : 
1785 General Selah Hart 

Current owner: J.C. Bauer 248 Four Rod Road 

Wood frame, peak roof, 2 near end brick chimneys 

Two stories and a half, 9 window front, 

Stone foundation 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 
About 1785 General Selah Hart current owner: Emily Hart Moore Bauer Est 248 Four Rod 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 046 
1785 current owner: Benedict & Eileen Gagliardi Sketch 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 
1785 current owners: Benedict & Eileen Gagliardi 


General Selah Hart (1732-1806) son of Nathaniel Hart & Abigail Hooker. In 
1756 he married Mary Cole (1732-1763) daughter of Stephen Cole & Abigail 
Hart. They had one child Mary Hart who died young. In 1763 he remarried to Ruth Cole (1742-1844) 
daughter of Mathew Cole & Mary Newell, a cousin to his first wife. They had no children. Selah was a 
Revolutionary War General and prisoner of war in New York. He was a slave owner. They are buried in 
Ledge Cemetery. 
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General Selah Hart House 
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0 High building density 


In an area of Four Rod Road with a scattering of 18th and 19th 


buildings. 


ei Ridge parollel to the street 


(x) Good D Foir [) deteriorated 


Victorian alterations 
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17 OTHER NOTABL EATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The General Selah Hart House has a five-bay facade with a central entry 
protected by a Victorian porch. The porch has square chamfered pil- 
asters and paired, square chamfered posts with molded capitals. The 
railing uses a mixture of turned balusters and geometric stickwork; 
the rail is plain. The porch roof has a very shallow central peak. The 
frieze has an applied star and scroll decoration centered above the 
entry and there are modillions beneath the molded cornice. Front win- 
dows are paired and offset towards the corners. Most windows on all 
elevations are fitted with 2-over-2 sash; there is some old 6-over-6 
and a border-pane window over the entry. Centered above the entry is 
a large gabled wall dormer finished with shingles cut in a truncated- 
sawtooth pattern. The molded cornice shows a full return (continued) 
- TICBER 
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DESCRIPTION (Continued! 


Architecturally, the General Selah Hart House is significant as one 
of a number of 18th-century houses in Berlin which were remodelled 
during the Victorian era to meet prevailing standards of taste. The 
massing of the house, its paired windows, twin chimneys, and ridge- 
parallel orientation, still reflect its late-18th-century origins. 
The gabled wall dormer, patterned shingles, border-pane glazing, and 
the elaborate front and side porches all date from the later years 
of the Victorian period. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


The house is historically significant. for its association with General 
Selah Hart, a Brigadier General in the Continental Army. Hart was 
captured during Washington's retreat/ from New York and held prisoner 
by the British for more than a year. He died in 1805 (continued) 


“ Benedict, p. 409 


General Selah Hart House 


17. (continued) : 


at the gable ends. Twin brick chimneys straddle the ridge. Both 
side elevations have one-story flat-roofed porches with detailing 
similar to that on the front porch; that on the left is partially 
framed-in. The right elevation also has a two-story flat-roofed 
extension containing a side entry. 


19. (continued): 


at age 74. During the 19th century, the property was held by the 
Cowles family. The Selah Hart homestead, a small house located just 
= ao burned during the 1930s (a reconstruction now marks 

e site). 


